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NL  36-28S0 


BRIEF  HISTORY 

OF  THE 

FIRST    F  R  V:  E    C  II  U  R  C  II. 


The  Free  Cliurcli  sy.^lcin,  as  pursued  in  the  cily 
of  New  and  in  oilier  ])laces,  liaviiiLr  proved 

emineiuly  buccesbful  in  advancing;  ilie  iiileresls  of 
the  Redeemer's  kiiii;doin,  it  was  deemed  desirable,  by 
several  individuals,  thai  it  should  Le  introduced  into 
this  eity. 

A  ineetinfj  was  conse(jnentl v  held,  on  the  evening 
of  June  L\  "  to  impiiie  into  the  ex|)ediuncv  of 

forniin*;  a  free  church."  About  sixty  brethren  were 
present,  chiefly  from  Union,  Pine-street,  Salem,  and 
Howdoin-slreet  churches — when  it  was  votrd  that 
liitcliie  Hall  (the  most  commodious  place  which  could 
then  be  obtained)  should  be  opened  every  Sabbath 
for  public  worship,  'i'iiis  meelin:^  was  adjourned  to 
fi  subseipient  evening,  when  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  make  arrangeinwni.s  for  the  orijanizalion  of 
the  church. 
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The  fallowing  PRKA:\IBLE  was  adopted  as  the 
basis  of  the  orgatiizalion. 

*'  Dcemini^^  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Chri^liaiis  in  this 
city  to  make  adJiiional  clioriJs  for  tlie  salvation  of 
the  many  ihousands  who  arc  now  shut  out  from  the 
means  of  grace  on  the  .Sabbath  :  and  having  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  same  course  of  mea>ures 
which  have  been  so  successful  in  New  York,  would 
prove  equally  so  here  ;  and  furlliermore,  believing 
that  the  gospid  plainly  enjoins,  as  a  duty,  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  should  at  all  times  bear  its  unhesi- 
tating and  decided  testimony  against  every  si)ecies 
and  form  of  moral  evil,  \ve  deem  it  incumbent  on 
ourselves,  as  a  Christian  church,  to  be  ever  ready  by 
our  declarations,  our  discipline  and  our  acts,  to  stand 
forth  boldly  in  the  cause  of  moral  purity,  and,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  injunction  of  the  Apostle,  "  have  no  fel- 
lowship with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  but 
rather  reprove  them."  \Ve,  the  subscribers,  hereby 
agree  to  associate  together  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing an  (jrthodox  ConL:regational  Free  Church  in  this 
city,  to  be  conducted  on  similar  principles  with  the 
Free  Churches  in  New  York — it  being  understood, 
that  all  persons  who  u>e  or  iraliic  in  ardent  sjiirit  as 
a  drink  ;  all  who  rt.iain  ihcir  connection  wiih  secret 
societies,  which  ])racti>(^  ihetakinir  of  juofane  or  un- 
lawful oaths — and  all  slaveholders,  or  iho^e  who  are 
concerned  in  buying  and  selling  slaves, — shall  be  ex- 


5 


eluded  from  the  coininuiHon  table  and  the  pulpit. 
Baptism  to  be  administered  by  ^jjrinklint;  or  immer- 
sion, at  the  option  of  the  candidate." 

An  adjourned  meeiin^^  wa^  held  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, June  L^Sth,  wiien  a  covenant  and  code  of  by- 
laws were  adopted,  and  signed  by  fifiy-six  individu- 
als, who,  on  the  evening  of  July  lOlh,  were  publicly 
recognized  as  the  "  First  Free  Congregational 
Ciiurch  in  Boston,"  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  con- 
vened at  the  Essex-sireet  church. 

At  one  of  the  preliminary  meetings  before  the 
church  was  formed,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  ab')liiion  of  slavery  is  a  great  be- 
nevolent ohjecl,  and  ought  to  he  classed  by  all  Cliris- 
tians  with  Foreign  Missions,  Bible,  Tract,  Educa- 
tiori,  and  other  kindred  Societies.  But,  while  ^t  is 
important  tliat  stated  seasons  should  be  devoted  to 
the  consideration  of  these  subjects,  the  chikf  object 
of  a  Christian  church  shouKl  be  to  co-operate  with  its 
pastor  iu  the  conversion  o!  sinners. 

After  the  church  was  organized,  it  was  voted  that 
the  officiating  clergyman,  at  seasons  of  communion, 
invite  all  persons  present  to  commune,  who  are  mem- 
l)ers  of  evangelical  churches  in  regular  standing, 
with  the  exception  of, 

1.  Those  who  use  or  deal  in  ardent  spirit  as  a 
drinlc. 

Those  who  retain  their  connection  wiih  any  se- 
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cret  society  which  [)racli<cs  the  taking  of  profane  or 
unlawful  oaths. 

3.  Shivehohlers,  and  tliosu  wlio  aie  in  any  way 
concerned  in  buying;  and  selling  their  fellow  men. 

The  church  worsliipped,  the  first  three  years  of  its 
existence,  in  Congress  and  Amory  llall.s.  During 
that  period,  4'3  were  added  to  it  on  pr(»fession,  and 
50  by  letter  from  other  churches.  Tiie  corner-stone 
of  the  Chapel,  in  whicii  it  now  worships,  was  laid 
Aug.  17, l"^.']?.  The  building  \vas  dedicated  May 
24,  1S3S,  and  opened  for  public  worship  on  the 
Sabbath  following.  The  Ivev.  Charles  Fitch,  from 
Hartford,  was  installed  pastor  of  tlie  church,  May 
24,  1S36.  He  was  dismissed  Sept.  lid,  ISIS.  The 
Rev.  A.  A.Phi:lps  was  elected  ])astor  December  4ih, 
1838,  and  installed  July  L>lth,  1S]9. 


FORM  OF  ADMISSION. 


T3eloved  FiiiENrjs, — You  liave  presented  your- 
selves before  God,  his  people,  and  the  worKl,  to  make 
a  solemn  profossioa  of  your  religious  failli,  and  to 
take  upon  you  the  bonds  of  the  everlasting  covenant. 
We  trubt  you  have  well  con.^idered  tliu  nature  of 
lliis  Iran^aciion,  the  most  solemn  and  niomenlous  in 
wliich  a  mortal  can  cwv  eni^age,  and  that  you  are 
prepared,  by  divine  grace,  to  give  yourselves  away, 
as  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  and  accejUable  to  God, 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

Having  examined  and  assented  to  the  articles  of 
faith  adopted  by  tliis  chnrLli,  you  will  now  profess 
the  same  before  these  witnesses. 


CONFESSION   OF  FAITH. 


Art.  I.  You  believe  there  is  one,  and  but  one, 
God  a,  tlie  Creator  h,  Preserver  c,  and  (lovernor  d  of 
the  universe  ;  a  Being  self-existent  e,  independent,/ 
and  iii^nuilable  ;  infitiile  in  power /z,  knowledges 
wisdom  7,  holiness  A",  justice/,  goodness  7;/,  and 
truth  n. 

a  Tl>e  Lord  is  llie  Inio  (iotl,  he  Ib  tho  liritj^  (iod,  Jor.  x.  10. 
See  Is.  xlv.  5;  iNeli.  ix.  10;  Mark  xii.  32;  1  Cor.  viii.  1. 

6  Tlif^  Lord  the  ('ro.Uor  of  the  t:nds  of  the  earth,  Is.  xl.  23.  JSct^ 
Gen.  i.  1,  27;  ii.  3  ;  Ps.  cxlviii.  5;  Rev.  iv.  11. 

C  O  ihou  prcscrvor  ofmcn,  Job  vii.  JO.  See  I'd.  xxxvi.  6;  NcIj. 
ix.  G. 

d  The  kingdom  i:J  ihe  Lord's;  and  he  is  the  (Jovcrnor  among 
iialionn,        xxii.  28.     See   Krv.   xix.  6;    Dat).  iv.  17;  I'l. 
xlvii.  H  ;  riii.  i)-.' ;  cxivi  10. 

e  Aiiil  (jod  8ai(l  unto  Moses,  I  am  lliat  I  aim.  And  he  said,  Thus 
•lialt  thou  sav  unto  the  rhildien  ol  Iki  nel,  I  am  hatii  bcnl  me  unlo 
you,  Lx.  iii.  I  I.     See  Itev.  i.  1  ;  l*s.  Iwxiii.  1".. 

y  One  (ioil  and  Father  of. ill,  who  isalxjve  all,  Lph.  iv.  6.  Sea 
Act.i  xvii.  21,  25. 

The  Father  of  lights,  with  whon)  is  no  vr\rialdcnc.<<s,  neither 
shadow  of  lurniHjj,  Jauii-Hi.  17.    See  Fs.  xxxiii.  11. 

h  The  Lord  (lod  Oinnipoiont ,  Ki.-v.  \i\.  6.  Sic  (icn.  x\ii.  1; 
Rev.  IV.  !{ 

t  (lod  is  greater  than  our  ht  arl,  aMd  knowclh  all  things,  1  Joha 
iii.  JO.     See  Fs.  cxxxix.  1  —  <•;   1  C.lirun.  xxviii.  1>. 
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j  To  God  only  wise,  Horn.  xvi.  27. 

A"  Wlio  \i  liki:  llipc,  gl')|  ioiii  III  |i<tliiie<ii  1  Ex.  xr.  11. 

/  Kijjlil<M>ii!*  art  iliuu,  ()  LortI,  and  upi  iglil  art;  lliy  jndgmcnls , 
Pi.  cxiK.  137.  Sre  .Neh.  ix.  32,  33. 

m  TliDU  art  good,  and  g  )od,  Ps.  cxix.  68. 

n  (i(<d  i.i  n<»l  a  man,  iliat  lie  should  lie  ;  neither  the  son  of  Tnan, 
that  he  ehunid  repenl  ;  h  uh  he  said,  and  khall  he  nol  do  it  ^  or 
halh  he  j«j)oken,  and  khai!  lie  nui  make  it  good  \    IS'uiii.  xxiii.  19- 

Art.  n.  You  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  and  New  Te^itaiiieiits  were  g-iven  by  in.spiratiou 
of  God  a  ;  that  lliey  contain  a  complete  and  harmo- 
nious sy.sieni  of  iruih  b\  and  that  they  are  a  perfect 
rule  of  doctrinal  belief  and  reli!jiou.s  practice  c. 

a  All  Scripture  ii  giren  hv  in^piralion  of  (iod,  2  Tim.  iii.  16. 
See  2Pei.i.  21  ;  1  C.r.  ii.  l'.3 ;  (Jal.  i.  11,  12. 

6  For  w|ai.i.):iver  ihmgi  were  wnUen  aloielime,  wore  wrilicn 
for  our  leni  niiig  ;  that  we,  ihrou-^h  [)aticnce  and  roiidoi  I  ol  the 
Scripture.^,  mii^hl  ha\e  hnpe,  Kuin.  xt.  4.  See  Prf.  cxix.  H>0  ;  lleb. 
i.  1  ;  2  Tim.  ill.  16  ;  Kom.  iii.  31. 

c  We  ha\e  also  a  more  .^ure  word  of  prophecy  ;  ^hereunto  t« 
do  well  that  ye  lake  heed,  H8  unto  a  lij;hl  thai  Bhinelh  in  a  ilark 
f)lace,  until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day  Hlar  arise  in  voui  hearts, 
2  Pet.  i.  VJ.  SeeCial.  i.  8;  Rev.  xxii.  18,  PJ  j  1  John  v.  'J. 

Art.  III.  You  believe  that  God  is  revealed  in 
the  Scri{)tures  a.s  the  l-'aiher,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
(iliost  (I  ;  and  that  ihe.^e  three  are  one />,  and  eipial 
in  all  tlivine  atlribule.i  c. 

a  (iracr  he  unto  yf)u,  anil  peace  from  d'od  the  I-'athrr.  i:c.,  Gal. 
i.  7.  Unto  the  Sen,  he  (ihe  Kalhrr)  nailh.  'I'hy  throne.  C)  (Joil.  is 
forcrer  and  ev»  r,  lleh.  i.  K.  Hut  Pi  ier  haid,  Ai:ani.i.^,  \%hs  hath  Sa- 
tan fdled  thine   heart  to    In*  l.»  (hr  Molv   (ill<)^t  !  'I'hou  ha5t 

not  lied  unto  n)en,  hut  unto  (Iod,  Artti  v.  3,  \. 

b  (i<>  ye,  therelure,  le  n  h  all  n.itions,  l).»ptixing  them  in  the  (one) 
oame  ol  iIk?  F^iher,  and  of  ihr  Son,  and  ol  the  Holy  (ihoil,  Matt, 
xxviii.  PJ.    i>co  2  Cor.  xiii.  14  ;  1  I'd.  i.  2. 
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C  Who  ((^lirisl)  l)(Mii;(  in  ilifi  r.M  in  of  Got),  lljoiight  it  not  roLbe- 
ry  to  be  c(|iial  uiih  (jIoJ,  I'lul.  ii.  G. 

TIjo  luiliy  and  efucilily  of  tlx;  lliiee  pci  .'^on.s  in  the  (iwc.  Being, 
Jehov;ih ,  ;ii  e  lau^lu  in  Uu;  Sci  ipini  (■> ,  not  »(>  inm  h  b\  liirecl  at^e^- 
lion,ai>  by  the  fuct^  ih  U  lh»'  .-.mic  nanic^,  ihi.-  b.ime  ;itli  ibulcH, 
work?,  and  WMjishij)  ai  e  aaci  ibc-d  [u  each.  Take  e.  g.  what  is  said 
of  Jebus  Chi  ist. 

1.  'riie  Jiumcs  abi  iibed  to  him.  (1.)  (<(m1.  John  i.  1  ;  xx.  28; 
lloni.  i\.  5;  Hcb-  i.  8;  1  John,  v.  \x.  (2  )  J«  h.*v.ili.  Compare 
Is.  vi.  1 — 6,  (the  word  rendered  (iud  in  verx.s  3  and  o,  is  the  tame 

iu  eUevvhere  tr.ndalcd  Ji  liovali)  w  ith  Jolni  xii.  -40,  H. 

2.  Attributes  (1.)  Ku-rniiy.  Companr  Kt-v.  iJ),  11,  and  xxli.  13, 
with  Iri.  kIi\ .  I),  aiiiJ  xl\ iii.  12.  (2.)  ( )(nni()Mien(  e.  ("(imijare  John 
i.  3,  and  Ilcb.  i.  3,  10,  and  Uoh  i.  15  —  17,  uiih  Jcr.  x.  10  —  1(3, 
and  Ih.  xI.  21,  2(),  28,  ami  Ada  xiv.  15.  (3  )  ( )nu> isciencc. 
Compare  Itev.  ii.  23,  ami  1  Cor.  iv.  -1,5,  with  Jrr.  xvii.  10;  Acts, 
i.  2  i  ;  J(dui,  i  i.  2  1,  25  ;  \i.l(i;  Matt.  xi.  27.  (I)  Omw  ipu.-cnce. 
Matt.  x\ iii.  20  ;  xx\iii.20.  (5.)  K.jualiiy  u  iili  ( io.l.    Thil.  ii.  5— 8. 

3.  tl  urks.  (1.)  Creation.  Sie  ahovi-,  imih  r  Onin i|)oirncc. 
(2.)  M  iraek'S.  Manner  of.-pt-aUing  of  ihcni,  anii  of  |)erforming 
them.  .Malt.  viii.  26,  27 ;  ix.  2,  25,  29  ;  xiv.  31;  x\ii.  18;  John, 
X.  15,  17,  IS,  37,  38.  Coiupaie  iht-ae  wiih  the  fuhowin^.  .Veld, 
iii.  li  ;  iv.  7—10,  30;  xm. 

4.  n'urship.  John,  v.  23;  xx.  28;  Hob.  i.  ti;  IMiil.  ii.  10, 
11;  Rom.  X.  y— 1-1;  Kcv.  \.  8  — U;  Ari.s,  \ii.  59,  60;  2  Cor. 
xii.  8,9;  1  Thp.-^.s.  ni.  11,  12;  2  'I'he.s.s.  ii.  1().  17;  Kom.  i.7; 
Acts,  i.  24.  ('ompare  uiiu  ihi>i',  A(ts,  xii.  22,23;  xiv.  15;  Uev. 
xix.  10  ;  xxii.  8,  9. 

Sul).>tani iailv  ihc  !*anie  com  .sc  might  be  pursued,  in  order  to  prove 
the  perbonalily  and  dt  il)  of  (hr  Holy  Ciho.>t. 

Art.  \y.  Yoti  hvlifve  ihiit  Gud  made  all  ihings 
to  hliow  lorlli  liis  own  <_[loriuiis  pcrfcciion.s  ^/ ;  that 
known  unto  him  aro  all  his  work't^  Ironi  ihe  bcginnini; ; 
lhal  hi:  i^ovcrn.s  all  ihin^^s  aiH'ordinLT  to  the  coun.'^c'l  of 
hi.^  own  will  A;  and  ihat  ihu  j)iinci})lob  and  adminis- 
tration of  his  i^^ovt'i'nmL'nt  arc  pcrfcctl}'  holy,  Jii.st,  and 
good  r. 

a  Thid  people  have  I  furn)cd  for  rnviiclf ;  t!icy  sball  sliow  forth 
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my  priiist!.  Is.  xliii.  'Jl.  Sec*  lujinans  ix.17,22,  C3 ;  xi.  3G  ;  liev. 
iv.  1 1  ;  Trov.  x\  i.  1. 

b  Dt'cl.iring  ilie  mil  Ut>n\  llie  bi^; iDiiin^',  and  firjm  ancient  times 
llie  lliifi;js  ili.it  are  not  \cl  d.jnc,  ^a\inJ,  My  coiinsi-1  tsliall  fland, 
and  I  will  do  all  niv  pUaMne,  li.  xlvi'.  10.  ^See  li.  x  i  v .  2  1 ,  26,  27  ; 
Eph.  i.  1,  5,  li,  !i,  11. 

c  'I' he  L(»i  il  is  i  i;^li(ei>M.s  in  all  his  u  ays,  and  holy  in  all  his  vrui  ks, 
Va.  cxlv.  17.    See  is.  xxviii.  -9  ;  liom.  xi. 

Art.  V.  You  believe  that  inaii  was  orii^inally  ho- 
ly, and  that  he  fell  IVoin  his  hajt])y  btaie  by  sinning 
against  God  a  ;  lhal  in  conseciuence  of  ihe  fall,  b 
niankitid  are  by  nature  deblitute  of  holiness,  and  al- 
ienated frufu  God  r,  anil  so  C(jntinue  uniH  regenera- 
ted by  the  special  inlluences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  d 

a  Lo,  ihit)  only  liavc  I  found,  (iiat  (iod  hath  in^de  man  upright  ; 
but  they  have  boui;hl  out  man)  in\entiond,  ICcr.  2i).  Hen.  i.  27. 
(I'en.  ii.  IG.  17,  and  in.  1  —  21 

b  Wherefore,  a.-»  1)\  mi  •  man  sin  rntt  ii-tl  int(j  ihc  vvurld,  and 
death  hy  uio  ;  and  su  deaih  pai^^ed  ujxin  all  men,  that  all  haye 
ainneil,  Koiii.  v.  12.   See  \tM>rs  18,  1'.'. 

C  And  yuii  hall)  he  (juit  kened,  who  were  dead  in  trL'f-pa.^scs  and 
sing  ;  and  were  In  nature  ilu*  rhildreii  of  wrath,  e\eii  as  oth- 
ers, Kph.  li.  1 ,  3.  See  Koui,  \  i  i.  IS  ;  vni.  7,  8  ;  (ien.  \  i.  5  ;  viii.21  ; 
Kixn.  iii.  i>— 18;  John  iii.  (i;  1'.-.  li.  5;  Iviii.  d. 

d  Kxeepl  a  man  he  horn  of  w.Uer,  and  ol  ihc  Spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  k iiiLidom  of  ( io»l.  J(jhniii.5  ;  Ni.  i  4,  l.>;  1  (  Or.  iii. 
6,  7;  liTlu'.-s.  li.  Id;  Tit.  iii.  j. 

Art.  \\.  You  believi^  that  the  Son  of  (Jod  be- 
came incarnate  a,  and  by  his  obedience,  sulferitigs, 
and  deatli,  made  a  full  atonement  tor  5in.  and  thu^ 
opened  a  way  for  the  salvation  of  all  who  hi  lieve  on 
him  />,  and  that  suidi  repentance  as  arises  Ironi  su- 
preme love  to  God,  and  >\\r\\  laiih  in  Jesus  Ghrist  as 
includes  an  atl'ectionate  s\ibmi>sion  to   hnn,  and  rdi- 
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ance  upon  him  for  parJou  anvl  cturnol  life,  aro  the 
indisj)en<ablf  condilioiis  of  salvation,  c 

a  And  without  mnirox ei  Fv,  great  ij  the  mystery  of  i;o(lline««  ; 
Cud  vas  maiiiftst  in  the  JlesU,    1  Tim.  iii.  'I'he  Word  w;»8 

dod.  And  ihc  Won!  w.iri  iii.idc  llcali,  J. din  i.  1,  11.  Sec  Roni.ix. 
5;  Hel..  n.  \i>  ■  1  'iuu.  ii.  ft;  IMwI.  ,i.  6,  7. 

b  Whtiiii  (<"hrist)  (ind  hath  set  fwrth  lo  Utt  propitiation  (proj)!- 
tiuiory  or  uluiimi,'  h.kt ifice)  lliruuj^di  lailh  in  hi8  Ijlood,  to  declare 
h\A  rii;lite.inne.sii  lor  (justice  in)  the  rcini>>ion  ofsitia  that  «re  past, 
lliroiigit  the  lorhcarance  (j1  (i(jd  ; — to  declare,  I  say,  at  this  (pres- 
ent) time  UiA  ri^hieonsn<*!iS  ;  that  he  niiyht  he  ju.st  and  the  jn^l ifier 
ofi)inj  that  heln-veth  in  Jebii.s,  K(jm.  iii.  2().  See  Horn.  v.  10; 
Id.  hii.  .5,  10,  11.  ('omj)are  I,ev.  xvii.  11,  and  Ileh.  ix.  22  ;  John, 
i.  IG,  2<);  xir.  6  ;  Adhiv.  12;  Kpli.  i.7;  1  Tim.  li.  G  ;  llrh.  ii. 
9;  ix.  14,  15;  1  Joiin  ii.  i^;  Kev.  V.  'J;  vii.  14. 

c  Kxccpt  ye  repent  ye  bhall  all  likewise  peri>li.  Luke  xiii.  3. 
And  he  said  unto  ihem,  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
^08|)el  to  every  cieatnre.  He  that  believclh  and  in  baptized  j-liall 
be  saved,  hilt  he  that  Ixdievelh  not  hhull  [>e  damned,  Mark  xvi.  15, 
16.    See  1«.  xiv.  22;  Rev.  xxii.  17. 

Art.  VII.  You  believe  that  the  invitations  of  the 
Gospel  are  full  and  .sincere,  that  all  who  will  may 
conie  and  partake  of  the  water  of  life  freely  a  ;  but  ^ 
that  nianlciiid  do  of  their  own  accord  most  freely  and 
most  wickedly  refuse  lo  comply  with  tliese  conditions, 
so  that  ntjne  of  tlicm  do  come,  unless  drawn  by  the 
special  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  b. 

a  In  the  la.'<t  day,  that  preat  day  of  the  fen-^t,  Je»*n.i  Ptood  and 
crieil,  "aviM^.  IT  any  man  thii>t,  let  him  come  unto  me  ami  ilrink, 
Jolin,  vii.  :n.     Sre  Kev.  xxii.  17;  2  I'el.  iii.  'J. 

t)  And  yr  will  not  romc  onto  me  that  y  mij^ht  have  life,  John, 
▼  .  40.    Sec  Jidu),  iii.  lU  ;  Kom.  viii.  7  ;  John.  vii.  7. 


Art.  VIll.  You  btdieve  the  influences  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit  are  not  bcblowed  on  aC('ount  of  any  jTCvi- 
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Oils  merit  in  iln?  sinner,  but  as  the  free  gift  of  God  a. 
But  that  these  influences  are  ordinarily  so  connecied 
wiih  the  careful  use  of  njeans,  as  in)j)u.'>es  the  most 
solemn  oblii/alion  to  attend  U})on  iIkmh,  and  renders 
hoj)e  of  conversion  in  the  neglect  of  means,  or  uliile 
livinf^r  in  j^jn,  eminently  presum])tuous. 

a  Not  by  works  of  r iglilcoiiBnebs  uli'u  h  we  liaxe  done,  hiil  ac- 
cording to  liid  nuMcy  he  Fiurd  us,  l)y  ilie  wnsliiiiji;  t>i  rc^rnfration, 
and  rcnewif);^  of  (he  lluly  Tiius  iii.  5.    See  LI 'I'lin.  i.  9. 

Art.  IX.  You  believe  that  all  who  obtain  salva- 
tion ihrouijli  Christ  were  chosen  m  him  bclure  the 
foundation  of  the  world  a."  and  liiat  all  who  truly 
believe  in  hini  are  justified  on  account  of  his  rii^ht- 
eousness  b,  and  will  be  kept  by  the  mighiy  jiower  of 
Ciud,  ihrou^^^h  faith  unto  salvation  c. 

a  Accortiinij  us  lie  liatli  rl)o«en  iib  in  him  lK*r(ire  ilie  foundation 
(if  the  \V()ild,iir.  K|)lie>.  i.  4,  5.  Hut  w«'  arc  l)i»nnil  to  \!,i\c  thanks 
nlw;i\H  to  for  hrt'llucn,  hcKivril  i){  ihr  I.md,  Ixc.iiire  (iod 

hath  from  the  hcginninij  chosen  )o»i  to  baU  ai  ion ,  i hi  nnj h  .s.incl ifi- 
c  alion  of  lite  Spirit  and  belief  of  ihf  iniih.  2  Tin  --,  ii.  ;  K(;in. 
viii.  211,30;  ix.  11  — IG;  xi/o,  7;  2'riin.i.y;  ll\i.l,2;  .Acts, 
xiii.  -IS  ;  Lph.  iii.  11. 

b  W  ho  wai  (lelivered  fur  our  ofience.",  anil  was  rai-cd  aj^'ain  for 
our  jn-iificaiion.    Koin.  iv.  25;  v.  1;  lii.  20. 

c  W  ho  are  kept  hy  ll»e  power  of  (iod,  through  faiih,  unto  salva- 
Tution.     1  I'l  t.  i.  5.    See  John  x.  ~7 — 21). 

Art.  X.  You  believe  that  in  this  world  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  has  a  visible  cluirtdi,  a — iliat  the  terms 
of  member.^hip  arc  a  crc  ilible  jirofes^ion  of  faith  iu 
Christ,  and  (>f  ihat  holinr>,«^  \'.  hich  is  wrought  by  the 
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renewiiiL:  ^racc  of  God  6;  and  lliat  habitual  com- 
inuiiiuii  wiili  ami  cunscicnlious  aUuiiJaiicc  upon 

public,  faiiiiU',  aiiJ  secret  worslii]),  and  the  habiiual 
practice  of  ruilitcousness,  iem[)eraiice,  tobririy,  bin- 
ccrity,  aud  iruili,  are  e.-^sential  to  Ciiristiau  charac- 
ter, c 

(I  Take  liL'cil  tliciffirL',  unlo  yoiirscU  es,  and  to  all  the  llo-k,  over 
lliu  ulncli  ilic  Hulv  lir^ili  lu.ulc  yuii  overeeera,  lo  feed  (he 

church  ol  (mmI,  whi(  h  h«;  h^ih  purrhui^cd  wilh  hif>  own  blood,  Acli 
XX.  2S.     Sec  2  Till.,  ii.  W  ;  iCev.  ii.  17  ;  1  Cur.  i.  2. 

b  l'hili|)  H.iid,  IfiliiMi  helievesl  wilJi  ail  ihine  heart,  iIkju  iiiayrst, 
Acts,  37.  .See  Act.-,,  ii.  41,  -17;  1  Cor.  i.  2;  2  Cur.  ix.  13, 
*'  pl^oftSSed  ^^[l\>'j^■^■[\^>l\,"  ^c. ,  1  'I'liii.  ii.'J,  10;   \i.  1~. 

C  'I'he  iVuil  i>r  (he  spirit  is  in  all  ^j'mj Jnc.-d,  aud  riglitcoiisneis, 
and  iruih,     K|dics.  V.  i).     See  (iai.  v.  22. 

Akt.  XI.  Yuu  believe  tiiat  the  sacraments  of  the 
New  'reslaineiit  are  Haplisui  niid  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per ;  i)aplibin  [o  be  adiii i iiislered  only  tt)  CDveiianlini; 
believer.s  and  iheir  ii(ju.sehohl.s  a,  and  the  Supper 
only  lo  beli'-vers  in  regular  stauLling  and  coinniuu- 
ion  wilh  [\iv.  church  /a 

a  If  ill. Ml  heliove^l  wilh  all  thine  hrarl  thou  m.Tvest,  Act?,  \iii. 
47.  See  .Maik.wi.  1."),  10;  A(i>,x.  M. 

Now  I  say  that  Jc.^us  (.'hi  isi  was  a  iiiini>ler  of  the  circiimcihion 
r»r  the  truth  of  Cod  lo  coitfirjii  the  pi  oiMi>es  made  unto  the  r.ither»«, 
Uoru.  XV.  ;;.  S(  (•  (ien.  xv  ii.  7,  i),  10.  11,  \1.  Ami  (Ins  1  j«ay  thai 
ihc  covenant,  that  was  cdiiliniicd  lieforc  of  Ciod  in  Cliri.sl,  ll»e  (. Mo- 
saic) law,  whith  wai  lour  liiindred  ami  thirty  >earf  after,  cannot 
tlijiaiinul,  ill. It  ii  >h.tuKi  iiiak(!  the  promise  of  none  cHect.  Know 
ye,  llu'iefoie,  thai  llit-y  which  .ire  of  (ailh,  the  same  arc  tlie  chil- 
dren ol  /Miiaham.  Ami  if  >t;  he  Cluisl't*,  tlu.Mi  arc  yc  Ahrali.ini'f 
wjed,  and  licirti  arcoiding  lo  tlie  pi  otnin',  ( iai.  iii.  17;  vii.2''.  l\tr 
the  promi.'.e  m  unlo  you  and  to  yotir  childj  tn,  and  to  all  thai  arts 
af.u  »)fl\  even  ah  many  u.i  the  I.«.iil  uui  (Jod  shall  call,  Acl.<,  ii.  31). 
fciufTcr  liitU  childicn  (-lo  small  ih.it  they  were  "  6/oi<i:/i.',"  v.  16,) 
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to  como  unto  mp,  and  ioURMt  them  nut;  for  of  wurli  is  llic  kin:j- 
dom  or(i<uJ,  Liik»-,  x  \  III.  Sr«-  Kin II.  i\.  1  (j — 1:0;  Jer.  >.xx.  20; 
1  Cor.  rii.  14  ;  .\cu,  xvi.  33  ;  1  ( '  .i  .  i. 

6  Ve  cum  <l  (li  ink  ilic  ul  ilii;  L'lid,  unci  the  ciip  u(  devils  ; 
ye  cannot  I).-  p  u  i.ikt  i  s  of  iln-  LiJi.l's  t.il)le,  and  (if  the  table  of 
devils  1  Col .  X  J I  Sr.  1  Cm  .  V  G,  7,  13  ;  Ti.  1  1  — l(j  ;  xl.  27. 
2'J;  2  Tlu-.:i.  111.  G,  1  1,  1j;   .Matt.  vn.  G  ;  V^.  i.lG;  Lx.  xii.  iS. 

Art.  XII.  Finally,  yon  h  'liovc  th;\l  al  death,  if 
not  befort',  llie  S(Mih  of  l»L'lie vcr.-s  are  inaiK*  jjerlcclly 
holy,  aihl  do  iintncdiatfly  jia^.-s  into  glory  ii  ;  and  iliat 
the  soul^J  of  ihe  \vic'lv»'d  do,  al  iluath,  pass  immediate- 
ly to  a  state  of  puni.-^lnnciit  h  ;  that,  at  the  end  of  the 
world,  tliLTu  will  1)1'  a  rosurreclioii  of  ihu  dead  c, 
wlien  all  mankind  will  ^^ivc  to  God  an  account  of 
their  conduri,  and  he  judged  according'to  what  they 
havt.'  done  d  ;  and  the  rii^hluou.s,  j)nhlitdy  accjuilted, 
will  enter  into  life  elcrnal  ;  ami  the  ^\■i^kcd  piildicly 
condemned,  will  go  away  into  puni:^hmenl  that  will 
never  eml  c. 

a  To  (lav  f-liiiil  lluju  1)0  u  itii  mo  in  |)>lra(li^c,  I.ukc,  xxiii.  -13. 
A  Iso  xvi.  J 2. 

b  riic  rich  man  died  and  w.is  hiii  icd,  and  in  Ik  II  ho  iiliod  iipliis 
eyes,  kr.    Chkc  xvi.  1'.'— 31. 

C  Marvel  not  al  tlii>  ihc  hour  is  coinin:^,  in  wiiich  all  lh;(t 

arc  in  tln.'ir  giavrn  .shall  lir.\r  hi-  M.icr-,  and  t-iiall  come  foith,  tlicj 
that  have  done  >uun\  nnli)  tlx*  i  v  >iii  i  <  «  i  idn  of  lifi.*,  and  tlu  v  thai  havo 
done  evil  unto  thi;  ri*>urriM:tn<M  ol'  dainnaiiun,  JdIiii,  v.  Jo,  2f>.  See 
Jol),  xix.  2G,  27;  Arts  xxiv.  15;   xxvi.  i!  ;   1  Cor.  \v.  12— 
Matt,  xxvii.  52;  xxviii.  G;  i'hil.  ni.  21  ;  Dan.  xii.  2. 

d  Fur  vvc  must  all  apiiear  luTorc  the  jiidj;mcnt  ucal  of  Chrikt, 
that  cverv  one  may  receive  (he  ihingd  done  in  iiis  ))odyi  acrordin>( 
to  that  he  li  iih  done.  Hrr.m.^c  he  hath  uppoinlcil  a  day,  in  the 
which  h(*  will  jiiili^e  the  uoild  in  i  i^hici>u.sne:ia  hv  thai  m:iii  ( Chritt ) 
whom  hv  hiilh  ord. lined,  .\ct.-,  xmi.  31.  See  Itom.  xiv.  10,  12; 
John,  V.  22,  27.  Sc.-  Mcc.  xn.  11  ;  .Mail.  xii.  37  ;  1  (  or.  »r. 
6;  Kov.  XX.  12,  13. 
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e  Tlieic  >l>all  go  away  inlo  everluBtinj  puniblnncnt ,  Lui  ihe  rigliie- 
OUi  iiilii  lifu  cicnial,  M:iH.  xxv.  -16.  Sic  Jiiiiii,  Yiii.l  Jj;  Malt, 
vii.  ;  XXV.  30  ;  xiii.  30,  10,  42,  4'J.  60;  Murk  m.  29  ;  LuL« 
xvi.  22—26  ;  2  Tljess.  i.  9  ;  Dan.  xii.  2. 

Thus  i/ou  profess  and  believe  ? 


You  Will  now  ejitcr  into  solemn  covenant  with  God 
aJid  this  church. 

COVENANT. 

In  the  presence  of  God,  his  holy  angels,  and  this 
assembly,  you  do  now  solemnly  avouch  ilic  Lord  Je- 
hovah, Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  your 
God  ;  the  object  of  your  supreme  aliection,  and  your 
portion  forever.  Vou  cordially  acknowledf^^e  the 
Lord  Jesus  Chri^t  in  all  his  mediatorial  ollices,  Pro- 
phet, Priest,  and  Kinir,  as  your  only  Savior,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  your  Sanctider,  Comforter,  and 
Guide.  Vou  humbly  and  cheerfully  duvote  your- 
selves to  God  in  the  evirhutinp;  covenant  of  his 
^race  ;  you  consecrate  all  your  jiowers  and  faculties 
to  liis  service  and  glory  ;  aiul  you  promise,  that 
throui^h  the  assistance  of  his  Sj^rit,  you  will  cleave 
lo  him  as  yo\ir  ciiicf  good  ;  that  you  will  give  dili- 
gent attendance  to  his  word  and  ordinances,  and  ak- 
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semblo  wilh  the  pcopl.?  i>f  GuJ  durini^^  ihc  week  as 
opportunity  may  allijid  ;  pariicul:irly  ujxjii  ^launl  ami 
occasional  meetinL^s  uf  ilir  cliui\:li,  for  liie  purposes 
of  iiiblruciion  ami  devuiioii  ;  ancl  to  cli.-cliarLje  all 
tlKJse  (Juiies  bv  wliicli  (i  ul  may  be  [^Horilied,  the 
welfare  and  liappines.^  of  man  })romolc(|,  the  re- 
li;ji()n  uf  the  i^ible  exlunded  ami  eslabii>bL'd  :  and 
that  liencelurili,  tlenyiiiLT  all  ui)godline^>,  and  every 
worltlly  lusi,  you  will  live  stjberly,  riL:liieou.-ly,  and 
godly  in  the  world. 

You  do  now  cordially  jcjiii  yourselves  to  this 
church  of  Cln  i.-t,  enj^aiMn;.''  to  submit  tu  the  rules  of 
ccclesia^stical  i,u)vernment  and  d i>c ij'l i ne,  \vbich  it  has 
adopted  ;  '.o  strive  earnestly  for  its  peaC(\  edification, 
and  purity,  and  to  walk'  wiih  its  members  in  love, 
faithtulness,  ci r.'Umsp<.'ctiun,  meekness,  ami  sobriety. 
This  yuii  severally  profess  and  engage. 

(The "ordinance  of  lj;\()lisin  will  now  he  admlDislcTrd.) 

In  conseipience  uf  tin  se  proh'ssions  and  eniragc- 
inents,  wc,  tlu'  mrmbi-rs  of  this  church,  [here  the 
vinnbers  of  (he  churcfi  risi\)  allectionatel y  receive 
you  to  our  communion,  and  m  the  naim.'  of  Christ  de- 
clare you  entillt.'d  to  all  its  pri vi Icl-'os.  We  widcome 
you  to  this  fellowship  wiih  us  in  the  blessings  of  the 
gosp(d,  and  on  our  jiart  em;aL^e  U)  watch  over  \ou, 
and  seek  your  edilication,  ns  long  as  you  shall  continue 
with  us.    And  herealtcT  you  can  never  withdraw  from 
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the  watch  and  coininuiiion  of  baiiils,  ^iihout  a 
breacli  of  covenant. 

And  now,  beluVL-i]  in  the  Lord,  lei  il  bt  impressed 
on  your  ininils  thai  you  have  entered  into  solemn 
obligations  from  which  you  can  never  escape.  W'lier- 
ever  you  go,  llie.^^e  vuw.-^  will  be  upon  you  ;  they  will 
follow  you  to  the  bar  of  God,  and  \\  ill  ahide  upon 
you  to  eternity.  \  ou  can  never  again  be  as  you 
havebeen.  You  have  unalterably  comniilted  your- 
iclves,  and  henceforth  you  must  be  the  servants)  of 
God.  Hereafter  the  eyes  of  the  w(jrld  will  be  uj)on 
you,  and  as  you  deniean  yourselves,  so  will  religion 
be  honored  or  di^lionored  :  if  you  ualk  worthily  of 
your  profession,  you  will  be  a  credit  and  a  comfort  to 
us  ;  but  if  it  be  otherwise,  il  will  be  an  occasion  of 
grief  and  reproach. 

But,  beloved,  we  are  ])ersuaded  better  things  of 
you,  and  thini^^  which  acconi}  any  salvation,  though 
we  thus  speak.  May  the  Lord  guide  and  j)reserve 
you  till  death,  an  I  ;ii  l.i.-i  receive  you  and  us  lo  thai 
blessed  world  where  our  love  and  joy  shall  be  for- 
ever perfect.  A.^1L^. 


ECCLESIASTICAL  PRINCIPLES  Ac  KULES. 


In  rct^LirJ  to  our  cccleiialical  government  and  dis- 
cipline, with  our  ^i^iijr  churches  in  this  Coniinon- 
weiiltli,  we  adopt  the  congregfitional  form,  as  contain- 
ed in  the  plalforni  of  church  di.^cijdine,  gathered  out 
of  the  word  of  God,  and  agreed  upon  by  the  elders 
and  messengers  of  the  churches  assembled  in  the 
synod,  at  Cambridge,  New  England,  A.  D.  H')U). 

The  following  rules,  agreeing  substantially  with 
the  New  England  Platform,  hav(3  been  found  useful 
and  are  adopted  as  the   rules  of  this  churcli. 

I.  Kkjhts  of  THb:  Chi:kch.  Tiiis  church  is  inde' 
pendent,  so  far  as  relates  to  its  internal  organization, 
and  the  regulation  of  its  allairs.  It  is  amenable  to 
no  otiier  ecclesiastical  body,  except  by  its  own  con- 
sent, or  according  to  regular  and  established  congre- 
gational princi])les.  With  lhe>e  exceptions,  it  con- 
trols lh(^  admission,  diM-iplme,  and  removal  of  its 
members,  and  election  ol  its  pallor,  accortling  to  iu 
own  understandini'' of  the  word  of  God. 
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II.      ToNNrCTloN     WITH    UTHIIR    ClIUKCIIKS.  Tlli-^ 

church  will  c-xU'iul  lo  other  evaiiL;t'lical  coi^^/regaliun- 
al  churches,  and  receive  from  lliein  thai  ft-now-shij), 
advice,  and  a^^istal)ce  whxh  ilie  Kiw  o{  V\\n^A  re- 
(juires.  li  will  exleiid  ilie  usual  rii^hts  of  connuun- 
ion,  aud  j)rariise  the  uiulual  transfer  of  members, 
acc(;rd ioL,'' In  ils  own  ('o;i viclions  of  chilv-  It  holds  il- 
sell  InHind  lo  r<'L;aiii  ilie  ih'cisions  of  regular  mutual 
coum  ils,  anil  t.)  >"t  k  tin,'  promotion  of  peace  with  all 
the  ("liurchus  of  our  LurJ. 

HI.  Tii/iNsiLL  L.F  Mi:mhi:k.s.  'JMii:'  clnircli  will 
examine  lh(;^(i  nienihers  wlio  aj)[dy  ler  adn.isMon 
from  other  cli  u  relics,  it  will  i^ive  dismission  of  its 
meuihers  m  rcLular  ^tandiiiLS  on  their  ajtplicaiidn,  and 
recommend  tiirui  lo  the  fellowship  of  other  churches. 
i\Iemhersol  ilns  ("Iniri  li,  removim;  Irom  the  cii\',  si. all 
he  required  to  oiiLtin  tle-lr  d i.-m i.-^-ion  wiihin  six 
months  Irom  the  lime  of  their  renii'val,  unl<  .-s  cir- 
<:umslances  he  smdi  as  to  render  a  union  with  any 
other  church  ine\j)(.ilient  ;  and  in  such  case  tlu  v  shall 
inform  the  chiii\  h  whv  lliev  had  not  rerpiesled  a  lemo- 
val  of  their  chureii  conneciii)n.  And  it  ^hall  I  the 
duly  of  the  clerk  lo  report  to  the  church,  at  ihe  an- 
nual meelinn-,  the  nain(  s  of  the  m«:nd)ers  of  thi>  i  liurch 
who  shall  have  r.jmnved  from  the  cily;  where  they 
are,  so  f  ir  as  ii:a)'  h  •  known  ;  and  the  leneih  of  lime 
they  have  keen  fiem  the  city;  wilh  any  o;her 
iulormalion  wkich    he  may  possess   in   relaliou  lo 


21 


them,  and  which  lie  may  ihiiik  will  be  uacfal  to  llie 
church. 

VO^It  is  expr.ctcd  that  /ne/nUrs  of  other  churches, 
who  iiuuj  icish  to  co/jinninc  with  this  church  Jor  more 
than  six  months,  will  request  a  rtinoval  of  thtir  co?i' 
viection  to  us,  unless  thty  i^ice  satisfactory  reasons Jor 
delay,  to  the  exaniinin'^  co/n/nittee. 

IV.  Rights  or  Membeus.  Every  nieinber  lias 
a  right  lo  church  privilegei-S  uiile."<s  forfeiUHl  ijy  mis- 
coiuluct  ;  and  when  thus  fDrfeiied,  lie  can  be  deprived 
of  liieni  only  by  a  reguhir  ])roce<b-.  When  accused, 
lie  has  a  right  to  know  the  explicit  charges,  and  to 
have  an  open  and  candid  hi'aring.  No  vote  of  cen- 
tsure  bhall  be  passed  upon  any  member,  e.\ce|)t  by  ihe 
concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  jiresent 
at  a  regular  meeting,  when  previous  notice  ol"  the  ob- 
ject of  Mh'h  njeeting  bhall  have  been  givmi. 

V.  Di;tii:s  ov  thi:  ('Hi;m:ii  a.nd  its  Mi-muehs. — 
It  is  the  duly  of  this  chuudi  and  its  meuibers  to  con- 
sult and  seek  the  i:oncurrence  of  their  pastor,  in  mat- 
ters of  disci])line  and  internal  regulations.  It  is  the 
duly  of  the  member^  to  atUuid  .such  slated  meetings 
as  are  appoinleil  by  a  volp  of  the  church,  unless  ))rov- 
identially  preventcil.  Any  m"inber  having  cause  of 
complaint  against  another,  .should  immediaud  v  seek  to 
Iiave  it  removed  in  a  Christian  manner.  Mall,  l^^ili 
chap.,  l^lh  and  IGih  verses,  being  our  guide,  cspe- 
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cially  in  cases  of  personal  ofTcnce.  Any  inonnber 
\visliin£[  to  wiiluJraw  from  ihi.^  lo  anotlier  church  or 
denomination,  bhoukl  signify  his  wi^^hes  ami  his  rea- 
sons, and  apply  in  a  proper  spirit  lo  he  first  releas- 
ed from  liis  ohlii^ations  lo  this  church.  Any  oilier 
mode  of  \vitlidra\ving  will  he  deemed  irregular  and 
censurable.  And  this  church  holds  itself  bound  lo 
grant  di.-^misr.i(jii.s  and  rcc(jmmenilalions  lo  members 
in  good  standing,  who  conj^cieniioubly  prefer  any  other 
evangelical  denomination  of  Christians,  when  they 
a|\|ily  as  stated  above. 

\[.  Oi'i  ENcKs.  This  cliurch  considers  in)inoral 
conduct,  breach  of  express  covenant  vows,  neglwct  of 
ncknowleil«7cd  relii/ious  or  relative  duties,  and  avuweci 
disbeliei  ol  the  articles  of  faiih  lo  which  liiu  menibt  rs 
have  assented,  as  olfences  ?ul  ]cci  to  the  discipline  of 
the  church,  and  to  exi'ommuij u-alion,  when  eliorls  to 
bring  to  repentance  have  proveil  nn vailing. 

VII.  EviDiiNcr:.  The  confession  ol' the  j)ariy  ac- 
ru>ed,  the  concurrence  of  two  comj>c-tent  wimes^es  lo 
the  .-ame  fa('l,  or  ciiTumstanlial  e\  idcnce  lo  the  same 
amount,  shall  h''  dermcd  sullicient  lor  conviciion. 

\'lll.  Pi:k.-mam:n  r  Oi  i  icKHs.  'i'ln^  jicrmanent  oHi- 
cers  o(  this  church  are  the  ])aslor  or  pastors,  and  the 
deacons. 

To  the  ])astor  pertains  the  oHice  of  Moderator.  It 
shall  he  the  duty  of  the  deacons  to  j)reside  in  the  ab- 
sence of  ihr  pa>lor,  to  as>i.sl  in  the  a(lmini>tra- 
tion  of  the  Lord'.s  Suj)ptM*,   lo  distribute  the  chari- 
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ties  of  the  churcli,  and  to  aid  the  pastor  generally  in 
the  spiritual  care  of  the  flock. 

IX.  AnxNual  Offickhs  and  Standing  Commit- 
tees. At  the  annual  meeting  for  busine.-s,  the  fol- 
lowing ofiicers  and  committees  shall  be  chosen  for 
the  ensuing  year : 

1.  A  clerk,  to  keep  the  records  of  the  cljurch. 

2.  A  treasurer,  to  collect  the  subscriptions,  to 
tak(f  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  church  ; 
to  pay  the  salary  of  the  jjastor,  and  the  monies  voted 
by  the  church  ;  and  to  make  (juarterly  reports  to  the 
church,  and  a  general  report  at  the  annual  meeting. 

3.  Two  auditors,  to  examine  the  treasurer's  ac- 
counts. 

•1.  An  examitiing  committee,  of  which  the  pastor 
and  deacons  b^hall  constitute  a  ])art,  who  shall  ex- 
amine all  applicants  for  admission,  and  present,  in  a 
written  report,  the  nam(\s  of  such  as  they  iij)prove. 

Also  to  act  as  a  committee  of  incpiiry  and  disci- 
pline. 

/),  A  prudential  committee,  to  attend  to  the  sec- 
ular concerns  of  the  church. 

A  committee  on  mu.'-ic,   to  superintend  llie 
singing  of  this  chundi. 


STANDING  RULES. 


1.  All  meetings  foi"  business  sliall  be  opened  with 
prayer. 

2.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers 
and  standing  cornmiltees  shall  be  in  Jaiiuary,  at 
such  tiiiie  as  the  ])rudenlial  coninilitee  shall  n]ij)oint. 
And  (piarlerly  meetings  for  the  tian.-action  of  bu- 
siness, on  Wednesday  evening  next  jireceding  the 
first  Sabljalhs  of  November,  Februarv,  AIa\'  and  Au- 
gust. ■ 

3.  The  payment  of  subscriptions  shall  be  made 
monthly,  on  communion  Sal^bath. 

4.  All  standing  committees  and  annual  ollicers 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

5.  Ca.ididates  for  ailmission  are  to  l.'e  first  pro- 
pounded to  the  church,  ami  notice  shall  be  given  to 
the  cohgregaiii^n  of  such  as  are  exjiecteil  lo  make 
a  profession,  at  least  one  wetdc  previous  lo  ])r()ression. 

6.  All  persons  admillnl  lo  the  church  shall  be  re- 
quired lu  sign  our  cunfession  of  faith. 


7.  The  church  will  observe  ihe  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  supper  on  the  aflenioon  ol'  the  first  Sabbath 
of  every  moulh.  Ordinance  of  baj)tisni  lo  infants 
administered,  also. 

8.  The  church  meets  on  Friday  evening  for  de- 
votional exercises  and  relii^nous  conference,  to  pro- 
mote their  growth  in  Cliristian  knowledge  and  grace. 

ALTERATIONS.  No  alteration  shall  be  made 
in  the  foregoing  principles  and  rules,  unless  at  a  regu- 
lar meeting  of  the  church,  u  having  been  proposed  at 
the  next  regular  meeting  previous,  and  by  vote  of 
three  fourths  of  the  members  present. 


FINANCES. 


1.  Every  member  of  the  churcli,  (unless  in  abso- 
lute poverty,)  is  in  duty  buund,  and  is  expected  to 
contribute  monthly  to  the  support  of  public  worship, 
according  to  his  aljility.  Several  members  are  able 
to  give  from  1  to  iplOpcr  week;  nio>t  can  give 
12  1-2  cents  per  week  ;  there  are  but  few  who  can- 
not contribute  ()  1-1  ds.  ;  but  those  who  cannot  give 
more  than  1  cent  per  week,  should  contribute  that 
amount,  as  it  is  (K'sirablo  that  all  should  jiarticipate 
in  the  support  of  public  worship. 

2.  The  trea>urL')"  will  ascertain  the  amount  that 
each  one  is  willing  to  contribute,  on  his  admi-sion  to 
the  church,  and  shall  lakL'  a  niemuramlum  showmg 
his  residence  and  bis  subs -ri jition. 

I].  lOvurv  nii'mbor  is  r(apu'>ted  to  wraj)  the 
anmunt  of  his  nionibly  subscription  in  a  pn  ce  of 
paper,  w  ith  his  nanif  (Ui  it,  arul  the  anuju n I  r mdoscd , 
and  ])ut  the  same  in  the  collrriion  box  every  com- 
munion Sabbaih.     It  is  lioj)ed  that  the  membt^rs  will 
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be  punctual  in  doing  this;  it  will  save  nnucli  time  in 
colleciing-.  The  trea.surer  will  Icecp  an  account  of 
iliose  who  pay,  and  those  who  do  not. 

4.  Whenever  any  member  changes  liis  residence 
he  is  requested  to  put  a  memorandum  of  the  same 
in  the  collection  box,  that  the  treasurer  may  keep  a 
correct  register  of  the  residence  of  all  the  members. 

5.  If  any  member  should  at  any  time  to 
alter  the  amount  of  his  supur.scription,  he  will  put  a 
note  in  the  collection  box,  signilying  the  same. 

6.  The  treasurer  shall  report  to  the  church  quar- 
terly, at  the  regular  church  meeting  in  May,  Atigust, 
November,  and  Februar\',  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  church — the  amount  uf  delincjuencies,  and  whe- 
ther the  amount  subscribed  is  suiiicient  to  meet  the 
expenses;  so  that  the  church  may  not  get  in  arrears 
without  knowing  it. 

Directions  for  Ki:]:riN(i  Treasukku's  Book. 
The  treasurer's  account  of  the  monthly  subscriptions 
for  the  sujiport  of  ])uhlic  worship,  may  be  conveni- 
ently kept  by  a  book,  containing  the  names  of  all  the 
church  members  in  al])habetical  order,  each  page  be- 
ing ruled  into  ])arallcd  columns  for  the 


Name. 

Residence 

Sub  scrip. 

June. 

July. 

JaH.  Adaiii.s, 

1,00 

1,0(1 

Ellen  A y<  f's, 

25 

Jo8.  Au<ilin, 

'19  .Milk-si. 

3,00 

3,00 

3,00 

3,00 
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By  writing  tlie  second  and  third  columns  in  pencil 
marks,  an}^  change  of  residence  or  subscription  can 
be  readily  altered  and  corrected. 


MEETINGS. 


The  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  the  enslaved, 
on  ilie  last  Monday  evenini(  of  each  month. 

The  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  Sabbath 
Schools,  on  tlie  second  IMonday  evening  of  each 
month — wiih  the  exception  of  the  months  of 

Service  preparatory  to  the  I>ord's  Si  ppcr  on  the 
Friday  eveninif  precedin:^-  its  regnlar  observance. 

Jleeting  of  the  church  for  ])rayer  and  religious 
exercises  on  Friday  evening  of  each  week. 

Female  Prayer  fleeting  on  Tiiursday  aflcrnuon  of 
eacli  week. 

Young  Men's  Prayer  ]\Ieeting,  one  hour  before 
public  service,  each  Sab[)ath  evening,  and  on  Wednes- 
day evening  of  each  weolv.  All  young  men  are  in- 
vited to  attend. 

The  Sabbuth  School  is  opened  in  the  vestry  on 
the  morning  and  afternoon  of  each  Sabbath,  at  the 
ringing  of  the  lirst  bell.  Persons  of  all  ages  are  in- 
vited to  attend. 

Teachers'  i\Ieeting  on  evening  of  each 

week. 

Annual  and  (Quarterly  Business  Meetings.  Se« 
page  21. 


(         THE  ^ 


OBJECTS  OF  BENEVOLENCE. 


Tins  churoh  recognizes,  as  within  the  sphere  of  iii> 
benevolence,  the  fDllowing  objects,  viz. — 

Foreign  Missions,  Home  Missions,  Education  of 
Young  Men  for  the  Ministry,  Distribution  of  Bibles 
and  Tracts,  Sabbath  Schools,  Seamen's  Cause,  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the  promotion  of  TemjK'r- 
ancc,  Purity,  and  Peace. 

Collections  will  be  taken,  from  time  to  time,  in  be- 
half of  these  objects,  under  the  direction  of  the  I\is- 
lor  and  Deacons,  and  their  apj)ropriation  decided  by 
vote  of  the  Church. 

"  Cod  loveth  a  cheerful  giver." 
Give,  and  it  ^hixW  be  given  to  you  again.'' 

*' There  is  that  giveth  and  yet  increaselh  ;  there  ib 
that  withholdelh  more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to 
poverty." 

"  Faith  without  works  is  dead,  being  alone." 
Brethren,  be  not  weary  in  well  doing,  for  in  due 
season,  ye  shall  reap,  if  ve  faint  not." 

"Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give,"  and  "  lliu 
blessing  of  many  shall  come  u])on  yoti,"  in  "  the  day 
in  whicii  Cod  sh,  11  try  the  secrets  of  llie  heart  by 
Jesus  Chribt." 


QUESTIONS  FOR  SELF-EXAMINATION. 


The  following  questions  are  afTectionalely  reconn- 
mended  to  the  prayerful  and  rrc(|uent  perusal  of  each 
member  of  this  church. 

1.  Are  you  in  the  practice  of  daily  secret  prayer? 

2.  Are  you  in  the  practice  of  daily  family  prayer? 

3.  Do  you  pray  every  day  that  God  would  bless 
his  truth  to  the  conviction  and  conversion  of  sinners? 

4.  Do  you  sincerely  desire  and  pray  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  children  and  youth  committed  to  your 
care  ? 

5.  Do  you  feel  a  readiness  to  forgive  and  pray  for 
your  enemies  ? 

6.  Do  you  pray  daily  for  the  pastor  and  oflicers  of 
this  church  ? 

7.  Do  you  do  something  every  day  to  bring  sin- 
ners to  repentance  ?  And  are  you  in  the  daily  prac- 
tice of  intercessory  prayer  for  iutli viduals  of  your  ac- 
quaintance who  are  unconverted? 

8.  Do  you  daily,  with  a  prayerful  d(  ^ire  to  im- 
prove in  Christian  Unowledge,  read  the  word  of  God  ? 
And  do  you  understand  and  prize  its  doctrines  and 
ordinances  ? 

9.  Do  you  keep  the  Sabbath  holy  ?  At  what  hour 
do  you  rise  on  its  holy  morning  ?    How  much  of  its 
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lime  do  you  tlevole  to  business,  worldly  conversation, 
and  dru>s  i    How  much  to  your  soul  ? 

10.  Do  you  fuak'e  ii  a  niailer  of  conscience  to  at- 
tend, when  not  provideniiall  V  [)re vented,  all  the  meet- 
ings of  the  church  for  social  worship? 

11.  Are  you  connected  wiih  the  S:ibbath  School, 
or  the  Bihle  ChK^.-es  ?  And  do  you  do  any  thing  to 
sustain  ihem,  and  induce  others  to  attend  ? 

Have  you  solemnly  consecrated  all  you  have, 
and  are,  to  the  Lord  Do  vou  e.Ueem  it  a  ])rivilege 
to  deny  yourself  lor  Chrisfs  ^ake?  Is  it  a  j)hai>nrc 
rather  than  a  grirj\  lo  Le  asked  to  conlrihutc  to  ad- 
vance his  king(h)m  '(  Du  you  do,  conscientiously, 
all  you  can,  hy  your  [)ecuniary  ability,  to  jiromote 
his  kiuL^dom  ? 

10.  V.  hat  is  the  prevailing  tenor  of  your  conver- 
sation? is  it  sjiiri'iuai  or  worldly — serious  or  trifling^ 

11.  \\  \\\\  whom  \  ()u  associate  as  your  ui!inialc 
fr'icjLch  —  with  the  b(  iio\ers  or  the  unbelievers  in  ex- 
{)erimental  reliiNon— v.  ilh  ihe  prayerlul  or  the  J^ray- 
crless — with  the  rri(  iuls  o("  Christ  or  his  enemies  I 
And  of  whom  do  \  i  u  >-ec  k  advice  on  (/iicslio/is  of 
duty 

1/).  Are  you  at  [)'.>ace  with  all  who  love  Christ  ? 
Are  you  ;is  ti  iidrr  oC  ilu.'  r(^j)Utalion  ol  a  broth- 
er as  of  your  own  ?     J)o         cultivate  a  spirit  of  ten- 
derness tov/ards  the    lailiuL's  and  imperfections  of 
your  brethren  i     A\  iiat   feelin^;s  do  you  cheri>h  to- 
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wards  the  Church  ?  Do  you  speak  just  as  you 
should  do,  of  its  officers,  its  members,  its  proceedings, 
its  covenant  obligations?  Had  you  rather  suffer, 
than  needlessly  be  the  occasion  of  injuring  its  inllu- 
ence  and  of  causing  reproach? 

17.  Do  you  keep  your  tongue  from  speaking  evil 
of  a  brother  ;  and  if,  in  any  thing,  you  are  displeased 
with  him,  do  you  follow  the  gospel  rule,  and  tell  him 
your  feelings  between  him  and  yourself  alone  ?  Do 
you  watch  over  and  pray  for  your  brethren  and  sis- 
ters, individually  and  particularly,  according  to  your 
covenant  engagements  ?  When  you  are  not  person- 
ally acquainted  do  you  seek  out  their  acquaintance  ? 
When  any  are  sick,  or  afilicied,  or  in  want,  do  you 
visit  them  and  fulfil  ihe  apostolic  injunction,  "  Bear 
ye  one  another's  burdens?"  In  fine,  is  all  your  in- 
tercourse with  your  fellow  disciples  such,  that  a 
stranger,  witnessing  it,  would  say,  "  See  how  these 
Christians  love  one  another  ?  " 

18.  Is  your  zeal  for  (iod  periodical  or  constant? — 
according  to  occasions  and  excitements,  or  according 
to  knowledge  and  abiding  iiabit  ?  Is  its  spring  of  ac- 
tion, self^    our  Church,''  or  love  for  Christ  ? 

19.  Is  your  adoption  of  the  gospel  an  i/ilcUigcnt 
one  ?  Do  you  undcrsta/td,  and  can  you  slate  and 
defend  its  great  truths  ?  Have  you  added  to  your 
faith  virtue,  and  to  virtue  k'nowledge,  so  that  you  can 
defend  tlie  truth  and  put  to  silence  ungodly  men, 
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meekly  i?istruclijig  those  that  oppose  llietiisclves  ;  or 
are  you  a  babe,  "  unskilful  in  the  won!  of  ri^hicous- 
ness  ?  " 

20.  Do  you  make  it  a  matter  of  conscience  never 
to  visit  any  pkice  of  amusenienl,  or  i;ocial  pleasure, 
on  whicii  you  cannot  lir.-t  a.-k  the  divine  blessini^,  or 
where  it  may  be  deemed  intrusive  to  introduce  the 
subject  of  religion  ? 

21.  Do  you  love  God  above  every  thing  else  ?  Do 
you  love  his  holy  law  ?  Do  you  hate  sin,  because  it 
is  enmity  to  God  ?  Do  you  feel  that  God  would  be 
just  in  your  eternal  condemnation  ?  Do  you  submit, 
unconditionally,  to  the  government  of  CJod  ?  Do  you 
rely  upon  and  conlide  in  Jesus  Christ  alone  for  sali- 
vation ?  Do  you  give  yourself  nway,  in  the  cove- 
nant of  grace,  as  belonging  entirely  to  God  ? 

22.  Have  you  examined  your  habits,  and  become 
sure  that  you  do  not  iclain  any  that  are  wrong  ^ 
Have  you  searched  out  anil  subdued  every  evi!  pro- 
pensity ?  Do  you  underbland  and  fully  ap])reciate 
all  the  res{)onsi!iilitics  that  rest  upon  vou,  in  rclati(.>n 
to  a  lost  w(n"ld  I  lave  you  si'ttliul  the  (juestion, 
whether  it  \jc  not  your  duty  to  go  [is  a  mi>>iunary 
among  the  Heathen?  Do  you  cdieri>h  and  cultivate 
mil  the  Christian  graces,  in  (h/c  proportion  ? 

2*).  Is  your  life  surh,  in  all  respects,  as  to  convince 
the  world  that  you  are  a  holy  man  ?  Does  your  ha- 
ired of  your  own  sins  tiaily  increase.'     Is  srin  habit- 
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ually  a  loathing  to  you?  Does  your  delight  in  the 
duty  of  secret,  social,  and  public  worship,  increase  ? 
Do  your  nneditations  of  heaven  become  more  sweet, 
refreshing,  and  constant?  Do  you  feel  more  and 
more  anxious  for  final  deliverance  from  all  transgres- 
sion, and  all  liability  to  transgress  ? 

2-1.  Have  you  as  clear  views  of  the  infinite 
purity  of  the  divine  law,  as  you  ought  to  have  ? 
Have  you  as  clear  and  full  a  knowledge  of  all  the 
obligations  under  which  you  are  placed  by  divine 
grace,  as  you  ought  to  have  ?  Do  you  continualhj 
exercise  all  the  fortitude,  zeal,  patience,  self-denial, 
humility,  forbearance,  tenderness,  compassion,  broih- 
crly-kindness,  love  to  enemies,  diligence,  considera- 
tion, })romptitude,  faith,  hope,  joy,  fear,  confiilence  in 
God,  perseverance,  forgiveness,  activity,  moderation^ 
temperance,  and  every  otlier  Christian  virtue,  in  all 
circumstances,  which  you  ought  to  exer(■i^e  i  Do 
you  love  God  with  all  your  heart,  and  your  neighbor 
as  yourself,  in  such  a  manner,  that  you  know  the  eye 
of  Ciod  cannot  detect  the  least  delioicncy,  for  a  single 
moment?  Do  you  always  pray,  and  labor,  and  con- 
verse, with  all  the  fervor,  circumspection,  faiih  and 
zeal,  you  ought  to?  Do  you  ii(r(r  ihink'  more  hii^h- 
ly  of  yourself,  or  of  your  own  interest,  than  you  ought 
to  think  ?  Do  you  never  exercise  any  vanity,  or  dis- 
respect to  others:,  or  inordinate  alfeclion  ?  Do  yuu, 
every  day,  do  all  for  ihr  glory  of  Gml  and  the  good 
of  mati,  which  you  ought  to  do  i 
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25.  Will  you  read  these  questions,  at  least  once 
every  week,  and  pray  God  to  search  your  heart,  in 
respect  to  the  several  points  of  experience  and  duty 
sugo^ested  by  tlieni  ? 
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Pod-. MS,  Abigail  do. 
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Scales,  Harriet,  40  Atkinson 
Seciinib,  Lucy  15.  17  Beacon  st. 
Siniili,  Sarali  G. 
Sallord,  Sutsan  Ann,  2  Beacli  tit. 
Sawyer,  Mary,  151  Wash.  st. 
Sawyer,  Julia,  do. 
Shelley,  Abner,  22  Fayette  8t. 
iSturtevant,  Mary,  2  Beach  st. 
Tolinan,  Nathaniel,  41  Front  st 
Torrey,  Herman,  55  Chamber  st. 
Torrey,  Abigail,  do. 


Tenney,  John  H.  1  Carver  etreel 
Tilclen,  Friend,  12  Marion  street 
'riioine,  Myra,  7  Montj^'oniery  pi. 
Vail,  Ahram  ']'.  lU  Federal  street 
Wheeler,  Wm.  Marlboro'  Chapel 
Wheeler,  Martha  A. 
Weeks,  Henry  A.  Marlboro'  Ho- 
tel 

WhituKirsh,  Elisabeth 

Wright,  Ephraira,3  Tilcston  st. 

Wright,  Eliza,  do. 

W^  i^ht,  Ed.  A.  24  Marion  ct. 

Walker,  A.  7   Montgomery  pi. 

Walker,  Hannah  A.  do. 

Wright,  Sarah  Ann 

Williams,  Jane  G.  Oliver  street 

Webber,  Mary  J.  4  Millou  pi. 
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